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ABSTRACT

In recent decades, the use of new information and communication
Received: 14 August 2018 technologies around the world has grown rapidly. The proliferation of personal computers,
Reviewed: 23 September 2018 mobile phones or Android phones, and the easy access to the Internet provided by telephone
Revised: 6 December 2018 operators have changed the lives of millions of people. These changes have directly and
Accepted: 16 December 2018 indirectly affected people's behaviors and habits, and even their cognitive and mental

characteristics. As the use of the Internet by children and adolescents increases, there are
concerns about their online safety. Providing a safe environment requires an in-depth
KEYWORDS: understanding of the types of risks of the online environment, as well as effective solutions to
reduce these risks. The issue of cyberspace abuses and the irreparable damage that this

Parents . . A . . .

. environment can do to personality and social image is a matter of consideration, the
Children . L - . L
Internet prevention of which is most of all the responsibility of the educational organizations, and

particularly the family. The aim of this study was to investigate the relationship between
parental supervisory styles and internet safety of children among male and female students
of high school.

Descriptive correlational (structural equation modeling) method was used at this
study. All the second grade students of high school in Dezful and their parents in the academic

Parenting Styles
Internet Safety

* Corresponding author year of 2017-2018 were statistical population of this study. According to the sample size, 375
2 aslani@iaud.ac.ir people were selected based on Krejcie and Morgan's tables. Stratified sampling method and
@ (+98913) 2312366 random cluster sampling were used for sampling. Two standard questionnaires of determining

parental supervisory styles and a researcher-made questionnaire of checking the internet
safety of children on a Likert scale were used to collect data. Frequency distribution, mean,
Pearson correlation coefficient, regression and structural equation model test were used to
analyze the data.

The results showed that there is a significant difference between the parenting styles
and the level of internet safety of children. Parents' cordial behavior with their children and
their proper control give more confidence among family members. The child who feels such a
climate feels safe in expressing his Internet needs, the things that are encountered in using
the internet, as well as the questions and problems encountered when using the internet will
be more comfortable to discuss these issues with parent.

The results show that the highest Internet security of children is observed in the
authoritarian regulatory style, followed by the authoritarian style and the negligent style;
while the lowest internet security is observed in the non-interfering style. The results also
showed that there was a significant relationship between parental supervision style and
parental Internet security. Parents' sincere behavior and their proper control provide more
trust among family members. The child who feels this atmosphere feel more secure and
comfortable to express their needs about the Internet, the events that occur in using the
Internet, and the questions and problems that they have while using the Internet. Parents with
a friendly style and proper control have taken the necessary precautions to use the Internet
safely and avoid serious risks. They have clearly set their own rules and expectations for
children to use the Internet. And children are aware that they must respect these rules and
expectations in order to be loved by their parents. In fact, this group of parents are not far
behind their children in issues such as Internet literacy and media literacy, and they know and
_practice the etiquette of dealing with their children when they use the Internet.
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Table 2: Parenting styles questionnaire scoring

Questions Categories Likert Scale
1-4 Supervision Top scores (5) and
never (1)
Parenting 56 ?top using the Top scores (5) and
internet never (1)
control
7411 Rules of using Top scores (5) and
the Internet never (1)
A 12-22 communication O scores (5) and
Parenting never (1)
Warmth 93-25 support Top scores (5) and
never (1)
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Table 6: Scheffe post hoc test to examine difference between the average
Internet safety between groups
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Table 3: Components and questions of students' Internet security
questionnaire

category Questions

1 'Protectm'g private and confidential 3,4,56,18
information

2 Chat and chat based appointments 1,2,7,8

3 Surfing and insecure search on the 9,10,11,12,16,17

Internet

4 Awarenests and appropriate action in 13,1415
dealing with threats

Internet Parenting Style :]i::er::nce of Std.error Zg:;f
level
Authoritarian .18495 .07847 137
Authoritative Permissive .88553 .04576 .000
Laissez-faire 42157 .04402 .000
Authoritative .18495 .07847 .137
Authoritarian Permissive .70058 .8161 .000
Laissez-faire 23663 .08065 .036
Authoritative -.88553 .4576 .000
Permissive Authoritarian -.70058 .08161 .000
Laissez-faire -.46396 .04940 .000
Authoritative -.42157 .4402 137
Laissez-faire Authoritarian -.23663 .08065 .000
Permissive .46396 .04940 .000
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Table 4: Internet safety descriptive statistics for internet parenting styles
. Std.
Parenting Styles N Mean Deviation
Authoritative 155 4.3516 .35860
Authoritarian 23 4.1667 .37079
Permissive 95 3.4661 .23067
Laissez-faire 108 3.9300 41763
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Table 5: One-way variance analysis between subjects

Sums of mean Sig.
df F
Squares square level
Intra-group 47.412 3 15.804 128.152 001
variance
Inter group 46.492 377 123
variance
Total 93.904 380
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Table 7: Central tendency and dispersion indicators of students' internet safety

Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Frotectmg private and confidential 220 5.00 458 58129
information
Chat and chat based appointments 1.75 5.00 4.55 .60751
Female student Surfing and insecure search on the 2.00 5.00 391 65615
Internet
Awa'renes's and appropriate action in 1.33 5.00 32 9394
dealing with threats
Female and male Total Internet Security Score 239 4.89 4.12 4996
student internet b . . d confidential
safety : rotectmg private and confidentia 3.00 5.00 4.4 5594
information
Chat and chat based appointments 1.75 5.00 4.18 .7363
Male student Surfing and insecure search on the 250 5.00 376 6307
Internet
Awa'renes's and appropriate action in 1.00 5.00 271 9027
dealing with threats
Total Internet Security Score 2.67 4.89 3.86 4586
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Table 10: Regression weights in the final model of research
Relationship between Estimate S.E. CR. P-Value
variables
Parenting Style and 684 118 6.059 0.001

students' internet safety
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Table 8: Relationship between parenting internet monitoring styles and
Internet safety

Safety Warmth Control Parenting
Pearson correlation .550%* .604%* .637%*
coefficient
Significant level .000 .000 .000

Num 381 381 381
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Table 9: The goodness of fit index (GFI) of final structural model

The goodness of fit index (GFI) Estimate
(x/ df) 0.999
RMSEA 0.001
NFI 093
IFI 0.99
GFI 0.972
AGFI 0.945
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Fig. 1: Final model of the research (t-value)
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