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Promotion of High School EFL Learners’ Reading Comprehension
Strategies through Dynamic Assessment

Manoochehr Jafarigohar! and Mehdi Karami®

! Associate professor of TEFL, Department of TEFL and English Literature, Payame Noor University, Tehran
2PhD candidate of TEFL, Payame Noor University, Tehran

Abstract: Traditional EFL reading assessment has been criticized for providing learners with almost no
instructional feedback thus extensively ignoring learning enhancement and learner training. In an attempt to address
this gap, the present study was designed to determine whether mediations in a dynamic assessment program have
significant effects on the development of reading comprehension strategies. Using a convenience sampling method,
four intact EFL classes comprising of 116 male students were selected from two high schools in Hamedan, Iran. The
study used a quasi-experimental design that included a pretest, a posttest, and a delayed posttest. The participating
classes were randomly assigned to the experimental and control groups. A one-way between-groups analysis of
covariance (ANCOVA) was applied to compare the effectiveness of two different interventions. During the
experiment, participants in the control group received non-dynamic reading tests, while participants of the
experimental group underwent DA sessions receiving mediation on applying reading comprehension strategies. The
participants were also given the reading strategy questionnaires. Results indicated that training reading
comprehension strategies through annotations and oral mediation in DA had a positive immediate and delayed effect
on enhancing awareness and use of such strategies, particularly for low achievers.

Keywords: reading comprehension strategies, dynamic assessment (DA), mediation, annotation
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7 Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)
8 Graduated and contingent

? Self-regulation

19 Formative assessment

1 Systemic validity

12 Scaffolding

13 Metacognitive awareness guidance (MCAG)
14 Level of proficiency

15 Triangulation

16 False beginner

17 Boundary effect

18 Ceiling effect

19 Readworks

20 Summative

21 Readability

22 Flesch Reading Ease

2 Lexile Level

24 Lexile Analyzer
(https://www.lexile.com/analyzer/)
25 Partial eta squared

26 Design effects
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2 Intervention
3 Leading questions
4 Metacognitive prompts
3 Interventionist
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1P Glioj ) oylai o)+ ,LL?‘U;}J'}JL;J;L;‘E iy sole dy i VY



o S50 g il sl yual) vgups

(7]

8]

19

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

17]

YY NP Gl o) oylad o) v b a0l (60li8 ingh cele 4 i

Poehner, M. E., and Lantolf, J., Dynamic
assessment in the language classroom.
Language Teaching Research, Vol. 9,
No. 3, (2005), pp. 233-265.

Leung, C. Dynamic assessment:
Assessment for and as teaching?
Language Assessment Quarterly: An
International Journal, Vol. 4, No. 3,
(2007), pp. 257-278.

Macrine, S. L., and Sabbatino, E. D.,
Dynamic Assessment and remediation
approach: Using the DARA approach to
assist struggling readers. Reading and
Writing Quarterly: Overcoming
Learning Difficulties, Vol. 24, No. 1,
(2008), pp. 52-76.

Vygotsky, L. S. Mind in society: The
development of higher psychological

processes. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, (1978), p. 24.
Aljaafreh, A., and Lantolf, J. P,

Negative feedback as regulation and
second language learning in the zone of
proximal development. The Modern
Language Journal, Vol. 78, No. 4,
(1994), pp. 465-483.

Poehner, M. E., Dynamic Assessment:
fairness through the prism of mediation.
Assessment in Education: Principles,
Policy and Practice, Vol. 18, No. 2,
(2011), pp. 99-112.

Biichel, F. P., and Scharnhorst, U., The
learning potential assessment device
(LPAD): Discussion of theoretical and
methodological problems. In J. H. M.
Hamers, K. Sijtsma, and A. J. J. M.
Ruijssenaars (Eds.), Learning potential
assessment: Theoretical, methodological
and practical issues Amsterdam: Swets
and Zeitlinger, (1993), pp. 13-18.

Snow, R. E., Progress and propaganda
in  learning  assessment.  Psyc
CRITIQUES, Vol. 35, No. 12, (1990).
Hall, G. Exploring English language
teaching: Language in action. London,
Routledge, (2011).

Carney, J. J., and Cioffi, G., The
dynamic assessment of reading abilities,
International Journal of Disability,
Development and Education, Vol. 39,
No. 2, (1992), pp. 107-114.

Swanson, H. L., and Lussier, C., 4
selective synthesis of the experimental
literature on dynamic assessment.
Review of Educational Research, Vol.
71, No. 2, (2001), pp. 321-361.

(18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

Kletzien, S. B., and Bednar, M. R.,
Dynamic assessment for at-risk readers,
Journal of Reading, Vol. 33, No. 7,
(1990), pp. 522, 528-533.

Valencia, S. W., Campione, J. C,,
Weiner, S., and Bazzi, S. Dynamic
assessment of reading achievement.
Paper presented at the National Reading
Conference, Miami, FL., (1990).

Ajideh, P. and Nourdad, N. The effect of
dynamic assessment on EFL reading
comprehension in different proficiency
levels. Language Testing in Asia, Vol. 2,
No. 4, (2012), pp. 101-122.

Guterman, E. Toward  dynamic
assessment  of reading:  Applying
metacognitive awareness guidance to
reading assessment tasks. Journal of
Research in Reading, Vol. 25, No. 3,
(2002), pp. 283-298.

Naeini, J.,, and Duvall, E., Dynamic
assessment and the impact on English
language learners’ reading
comprehension performance. Language
Testing in Asia, Vol. 2, No. 2, (2012),
pp. 22-41.

Pishghadam, R., Barabadi, E., and
Kamrood, A. M., The differing effect of
computerized dynamic assessment of L2
reading comprehension on high and low
achievers.  Journal of  Language
Teaching and Research, Vol. 2, No. 6,
(2011), pp. 1353-1358.

Shabani, K. Dynamic assessment of L2
learners'  reading  comprehension
processes: A Vygotskian perspective.
Procedia - Social and Behavioral
Sciences, Vol. 32, (2012), pp. 321-328.
Ahmadi, G., The role of tutor mediation
in understanding and developing Iranian
EFL  learners’ reading strategies.
Procedia - Social and Behavioral
Sciences, Vol. 83, (2013), pp. 867-872.
Alderson, J. C., and Wall, D., Does
washback exist? Applied Linguistics,
Vol. 14, No. 2, (1993), pp. 115-129.
Bailey, K. M., Working for washback: A
review of the washback concept in
language testing. Language Testing,
Vol. 13, No. 3, (1996), pp. 257-279.
Baker, W. and Boonkit, K. Learning
strategies in reading and writing: EAP
contexts. RELC, Vol. 3, No. 3, (2004),
pp- 299-328.

Bachman, L. F., Fundamental
considerations in language teaching.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
(1990), p. 248.


http://profdoc.um.ac.ir/paper-abstract-1024414.html
http://profdoc.um.ac.ir/paper-abstract-1024414.html
http://profdoc.um.ac.ir/paper-abstract-1024414.html
http://profdoc.um.ac.ir/paper-abstract-1024414.html

[30]

[31]

132]

[33]

[34]

1351

[36]

1371

Mousavi, S. A., Readability In An
encyclopedic dictionary of language
testing (5th  ed.),Tehran: Rahnama
Publications, (2012), p. 601.

Gunning, T. G., The role of readability
in today’s classrooms. Topics in
Language Disorders, Vol. 23, (2003),
pp. 175-189.

Ulusoy, M. Readability approaches:
Implications for Turkey. International
Education Journal, Vol. 7, No. 3, (2006),
pp. 323-332.

Pallant, J. SPSS survival manual (3%
ed.), London: Open University Press.
(2007), p. 62.

Cohen, J., Statistical power analysis for
the behavioral sciences (2nd ed.).
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, (1988).

Mousavi, S. A. Boundary effect. In An
encyclopedic dictionary of language
testing (5th  ed.).Tehran: Rahnama
Publications. (2012), p. 69.

Mayer, R. E., Cognitive theory of
multimedia learning. In R. E. Mayer
(Ed.), The Cambridge handbook of
multimedia learning. NY, New York:
CUP, (2001), pp. 31-48.
Abdolrezapour, P., Tavakoli, M., and
Ketabi, S., Qualitative analysis of
mediational strategies in emotionalized
dynamic assessment of L2 reading
comprehension, International Journal
of Research Studies in Language
Learning, Vol. 1, No. 3, (2014), pp. 51-
66.

Mo g 4S50 ez oie

o g

B9 (2] 50 65 o g

2R (65 ) Gl pmgiaril> (G Kiags

Olisel il wdlae Sps 5 ailss el slasS

4 b pmgiadl ol W35 750 bgy (b))l 095

il EWES S L i 60k ol e 0L

Dgs 0

ol Baul 50 5 g 4 bgsye gungi 4> L)

plo a5 col 2UgS alex b o jle (Lol 50> @
Camd oo &l 1) e o LS

L oojle 5 B o Lol syl woliyl ol @
50 cnl 50 0eBee le Ghe yo P alex
e A (n ks Sy50 50 1) 953 e e
«ouas &l

Slp s g Slesliial 4 by o (pengianil> Y
OB 3ly slie (95 o>

Shle 5 SllS 51, e sudS (S5l e @
Cawy was o] Bl

Sl o ) ol Shle uizes @
Lo pd 4 a5 03,5 o0 aeie (il
S5 e 5o (Bos aals) bz ) AdS
RS

O 3l gliial 4 bgyye sla o gianil> ¥

slnl glp xS13 4 &5 1) el ol laceens
5 Tre Doz & odd prlae pealis G b3
205 (50 paTde 05 (o0 SeS (Jed

1P Glioj ) oylai o)+ ,LL?‘U;}J'}JL;J;L;‘E iy sole i VY



