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EEL AT [ BET [ 0] J[JaalT55Y  Globalization and moving towards an interconnected international

community has been facilitated through major changes in the field of technology such as the advancement
of digital communications and the continuous transfer of large volumes of data around the world and the
advances in the transportation industry for easy and fast transportation of passengers and goods. This
globalization has created a level of interaction between people of different nationalities, cultures and
ethnicities that is not comparable to the past. Although successful communication in the past has been one
of the most important features of an effective social interaction, in recent years, this fruitful communication
has become a vital feature. The present study, using a one-of-a-kind questionnaire, investigated Iranian
English language teachers’ attitudes toward the phenomenon of language education glocalization for the
first time.

m The participants of the study had different academic, age, teaching experience, and gender
backgrounds. The study was conducted in two phases in the first of which a validated questionnaire was
designed and developed. In the second phase, the questionnaire was employed to collect the information
regarding the preferential attitudes of the teachers and descriptive statistics was used to analyze the data.

m The results of the questionnaire data analysis revealed that the teachers believe that there is no
more only American or British English. There are, however, also varieties of English which have their own
independent growth and special features according to the needs of their users. Furthermore, they think
that the glocal needs of the users must be met in the process of English language education glocalization.
Likewise, the teachers are for the idea that language education should not only be at the service of reflecting
the native speaker English variety and culture, but it should serve all cultures to play their equal role in
intercultural communication.

Helping teachers to find their real role in their profession, the findings of the study increases
the perception of language education glocalization leading to a more appropriate education program
planning. The results of these studies can inform educators of teachers about their individual abilities and
help to design and implement educational programs as well as possible. Access to teachers' attitudes and
abilities can also help policymakers and syllabus designers develop and implement instructional materials
to better perform their tasks.
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Table 1: The components of the language education glocalization questionnaire
and their definitions

Component Definition
1. Varieties of  The belief to the fact that there is no more only
English: American or British English. There are varieties of

English (e.g. Nigerian, Indian, or African English)
with their independent growth and increasingly
distinctive characters.
2. Glocal Needs: The belief to the fact that through Glocalization,
language education should be channelized
purposefully to meet local and global needs
simultaneously.

3. Native/Standard  The belief to the fact that insofar as language
English: teaching reflects what native speakers, not
skilled L2/FL users, do, it has only indirect link to

the L2/FL user target.

4. Culture and
Identity:

The belief in the fact that people, in current
intercultural communication age, seek no more
to become native like English users, but they
proudly claim for their local identity and culture.
5. L2/FL Model: The belief to the fact that English no more
belongs to American or British native speakers. It
belongs to whoever uses it. So its users should
appropriate it to meet their communication
needs.
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Fig. 1 : Teachers’ attitude towards each component
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Table 2: Fit measures for the language education glocalization model

Index Current level Accepted level
x/df 1.02 <3

GFI 0.95 >0.90
RMSEA 0.00 <0.05
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Table 3: Glocalization principles valued by largest percentage of teachers

Perception (%)

uestionnaire Items
e Completely agree/agree

10 Language teachers should set their teaching goals considering the norm that includes all 93
varieties of English (world Englishes) rather than only Standard English (British or
American).

31 The English that exists in such places as Africa, Asia, the West Indies, the Philippines and 91

Singapore should NOT be considered as unreal or nonstandard English.

22 There is no more only American or British English. There are varieties of English (e.g. 90
Nigerian, Indian, or African English) with their independent growth and increasingly
distinctive characters.

23 Language education should prepare learners for future interactions with speakers of 90
different varieties of English.

9 Language education should aim to produce English users who are aware of the importance 87
of being or becoming globally influential and nationally independent.

35 Varieties of English (native or non-native) are equally important. English learners should 85
know about the grammar and the usage norms and conventions of native and non-native
varieties of the English.

15 English should be a Glocal language, the language that has international status but at the 83
same time expresses local cultures and identities of its nonnative users.

18 English as a language for multinational and multicultural communication is becoming more 83
and more deAnglo-Americanized in many regions of the world. As such, we will have to be
trained and prepared to discuss our ideas, values, and ways of life in our own (variety of)
English.

7 In current intercultural communication age, people no more seek to become a native like 82
English user, rather they proudly claim for their local identity and culture. They believe that
non-native users of English need this additional language to talk about themselves, to
explain their local customs and express their opinions internationally. Then, teachers need
to provide their students with opportunities to read and write and talk about their own
country in English.
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Table 4 : Glocalization principles valued by smallest percentage of teachers

Perception (%)

Questionnaire Items
Completely agree/agree

3 As language is a major means of showing where we belong, speakers of English should use 46
it in their own ways as an expression of their identity and their cultural values.

14 Because L2/FL users differ from monolingual native speakers in some of their cognitive 51
processes, they should be considered as speakers in their own right, NOT as
approximations to monolingual native speakers. They should NOT be seen as failed native
speakers.

5 In the classroom, teachers should incorporate goals based on L2/FL users in the outside 53
world, bringing L2/FL users situations and roles into the classroom and deliberately using
the students' L1 in teaching activities.

17 English now is needed to be seen as a multicultural language. Teachers should make their 54
students aware of intercultural similarities and differences to help them become prepared
for the intercultural interactions.

19 "Whether we like it or not, L2/FL is learnt on the basis of a previous language" and second 57
language of L2/FL users differs from the language of L1 users. Then, the ultimate
attainment of L2/FL learning should be defined in terms of the knowledge of the L2/FL
users rather than that of the native speakers.
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