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EELLCIGIT G RET B o) LY Content and curriculum are the central factors in teaching, education and

learning architecture. It seems that the mismatch with the needs and current problems of society, forgetting
the values of Iranian culture and the lack of basic and applied research, have led architectural education in Iran
to a developing trend towards the West lifestyles, norms and culture. One main reason is the link between
Iran’s formal education to French model (Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris and French Royal Academy), German
model (Poly technical education, engineering learning and training schools), English model (practical and
experimental learning) and American model (combinational learning). Architectural education in Iran began by
applying the French model; and after Islamic Republic revolution in 1979, some schools and agents attempt to
defining local model (Iranian and Islamic pattern) in architectural education, but their models could not spread
through different architectural schools. In the last decades, development of Anglo- American architectural
education models impress all parties. Even though there are many studies that concentrate on architectural
education in contemporary Iran, but almost none of them has focused on Zeitgeist. The purpose of this study
is to synchronize with the endogeneity of the society and social context, global approaches and needs of the
society, retrieval and construction of efficient theoretical and practical models that are appropriate for the
conditions and context of Iran. This study emphasizes the impact of the architectural education process in
relation to the zeitgeist- which is derived from Hegelian literature and philosophy- and explaining its triple
components that are dialectic, critical thinking, and updating in education. Finally, the educational programs
evaluation has been done by testing these components.

The present study is a cross-sectional and applied research. The research methodology was based
on qualitative method and content analysis. In research process, the contents of the curriculum of the nine top
universities - selected in valid ranking and geographical and continental distribution- in the world were analyzed
by focusing on Zeitgeist’s concept. Statistical descriptive analysis is the approach to reach the findings and
conclusion.

This study showed that Delft University in two fields of history and theory courses with thirty five

percent and in the field of technology with approximately thirty two percent, and the Massachusetts University
with approximately fifty two percent share in the design department are leading. In interdisciplinary courses,
California universities are distinguished from others by about thirty five of the courses. Interestingly, Iran's
curriculum has not achieved a significant share in the competition among the world's universities.
This research showed that current problems, historical and cultural transcendence is equal to
Zeitgeist, which is derived from our society. Although there are a variety of educational models that are applied
in specific and appropriate educating cases, in all of them some features have a key role to approach the
Zeitgeist including changeability, program and design electivity, flexibility in learning curriculum, critical
thinking, problem redefining in teaching approaches, and situations simulation.
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The Components of the Zeitgeist affecting the process of training

Dialectic

Critical thinking

Updating

-Criticism in design workshops

- Historical typology-Evolution
- The collective memory

- Representation of typology
design

- Opposite typologies
- specific models transformation
-The deductive learning

-Concept transformation

-In the meetings of the class
framework

-Realistic methods

-The format of the meeting
management

-Design by critique
-Semiotics

-Intertextuality

- Interdisciplinary knowledge

- The General Theory of
Systems-

-The social system with very
high complexity

-Information Technology
-Algorithmic architecture
-Serious games
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Fig. 1: The components of the zeitgeist
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Table 2: Courses units and universities (world and Iran) percentage
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