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ABSTRACT

Assignment is an activity given to learners after teaching
Received: 15 August 2018 and can be done in the classroom under teacher's supervision or outside the
Reviewed: 21 September 2018 classroom. Some of the assignments that are done as a part of classroom work in
Revised: 22 November 2018 the learning environment are called class assignments, and others are taken home
Accepted: 5 December 2018 by the learner so that they can benefit from parents’ assistance in addition to

teacher support. Thus, part of the learner's time outside the school environment is
devoted to homework. In general, homework is an important principle in the

KEYWORDS: teaching-learning process. Researchers believe that classroom assignments provide
Structured Tasks learners with the opportunity to practice more on the concepts presented in class.
Behavioral Engagement Teachers also use classroom assignments to help learners learn and engage after
Emotional Engagement class time, and parents become aware of their children's learning process.

Semi structured task This research has been conducted to examine the effect of type of structured and
Educational Science semi-structured tasks on the behavioral engagement and motivational engagement

of students in Educational Sciences in academic year of 2016-2017.
The research method was quasi-experimental with pre-test and post-test

* Corresponding author with a control group. The statistical population included all the students of Bu-Ali
L2 m.pourjamshidi@basu.ac.ir Sina university in the field educational science in academic year of 2016-2017. Of
@ (+9881) 38218912 these, 30 students were selected through a random sampling procedure and were

randomly assigned to experimental and control groups (15 per group). A group with
structured task and another with semi-structured assignments. Data was collected
by Thinou's Engagement Questionnaire (2009). Validity of this questionnaire has
been obtained through content validity and formalism, and reliability of the
questionnaire in the internal consistency of the questionnaire, using Cronbach's
alpha was 0.96 and in the sub-components this value for behavioral involvement
was 0.90 and motivational engagement 0.92. To analyze the data, descriptive
statistics including frequency, mean, standard deviation and inferential statistics
including independent sample t-test and covariance analysis test were used.

The results revealed that there is no difference between the type of

structured and semi-structured tasks and student motivational and behavioral
engagement.
Based on the findings of this study, it can be said that both types of
tasks, semi-structured and structured, provide engaging conditions for learners.
Semi-structured tasks, due to their greater degree of independence and identity,
lead to learners’ commitment, satisfaction and the structure of the learner's
intellectual control. Structured assignments, due to their features such as regularity
and similarity to the structure of long-term memory, as well as careful planning and
scheduling, make people less stressed make them do their homework without
ambiguity, and as a result, the person does the without worrying about running out
of time. They also increase a person's emotional involvement.
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Table 2: Descriptive statistics
Variables Group Type of N Mean SD
test
Pre test 15 0.36 0.22
Structured
Pos 15 3.3 0.34
behavioral test
Engagement Pre test 15 3.22 0.30
Semi-
structured Pos 15 3.38 0.43
test
Pre test 15 3.16 0.34
Structured
emotional Pos test 5 3.51 0-54
Engagement Semi- Pre test 15 3.25 0.29
structured Pos test 15 3.40 0.27
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Table 1: Information about the Tinoy engagement questionnaire

Scale Number of questions
. 22tol
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Table 6: Regression coefficient homogeneity test

Sum of Average .
Source Sig
squares squares
Group
behavioral 1.14 1 1.14 9.45 0.005
pre test
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Table 7: T-test to examine the difference between two independent groups in
students' behavioral engagement
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Table 3: Kolmogorov-Smirnov test

variables group z sig
Pre test 0.41 0.99
Structured
Pos test 0.43 0.99
Engagement
Semi- Pre test 0.42 0.99
structured Pos test 0.35 0.35

I t-
F A
Source statisti requen vera sd df statist P
cs cy ge )
ic
behavior  StTuct 15 2017 025
al red
ensage semi- 28 -0.11 0.91
g8 structu 15 -0.15 0.61
ment
red

39 0dd dpwle AT wes o Ll Voojleds Jaaz 5l Jols b
g audl lole) @Al o8 w (g lobe Dgls (P< 0.05) o
Ol 09,5 55 53 Bligziils (5,18, (g3l T 50 5o (Al )lisloanss
wily 3l S b S ol e 458l ol elol 2 s e
00y (LSl pliszisly (g)L8, (gilu Sy (Al lsle 4

S 35 Az

3 S G g5 b S b 2l ey
Obgmiily Glma 5 558, gilepS,e p Al lleass
S, 5 (Sl ile 550 ol (i s e85 pll bl IS
4 Shgmmails b ailes,S bl yo al lisln IS a5 Shgiils
gl g Cansl Ly ool plowil azbly s Lodass &30 43 |, IS
QL”:.:,;UB 6)Ué) 9 GL?;,.A Lg)'L.:x.f)Q 9 s E9 L;)L)Lm
S8, 5 Slmd il S )0 coge ST g9 90 8 g 0l o9

B S92 g (quy pr jsbaie 4y dools Jloy aje8 Gopdy b (ulpls
gl et sl il lgsS Jalos 9051 5l g slaguliie o
Sl S0 g (al lloacs g il lizly) @SS gy o
)'I Ol.;f.o.lcl Lglﬂ O eolaw! 0ha 5 ey 4O Qlw:;..mlo ‘5..,)_\21

205 (w2 Ogew S ) o (Ko (il )lgS” Jelod 51 ool

O3Sy et (Ko oy p @l ¥ g
Table 4: Regression coefficient homogeneity test

Source sum of df Average F sig
squares squares
pre Group 0.46 1 0.46 2.66 0.11
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Table 5: Results of covariance analysis two groups in motivational engagement

Levene's
Source Sum Aver Eta test
of age .
of df F sig squa
change squa squar re s .
res es 8
Motiva
i .2 1.
tional 533 1 033 182 018 006 ° 6
engage 0 6
ment

Group 0.15 1 0.15 0.82 0.37 0.03
Error 4.96 27 0.18

Sum 36.6 30
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