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CEEICILGREN T e JTad=EY Creating a sense of community provides desirable conditions for
students' moral, social and physical development. Understanding this sense of community has

received growing attention from researchers of various fields. Sociology stresses the sense of
people’s belonging to a place, mainly by exploring social and emotional ties between people in a
place, which deals with mental perceptions and feelings that people have about a given place. From
the perspective of anthropologists, it deals with subjects such as individual perception of place, the
meaning of place, as well as aesthetic and emotional issues. In this context, belonging chiefly refers
to the emotional connections between people and place. This issue is defined by anthropologists as
the sense of belonging to a place or a symbolic relationship with a place, which is forged by attaching
a symbolic meaning to a specific place. It further provides collective and individual perception and
relationship with the environment. Landscape architects also see the sense of community as a
concept closely associated with the sense of belonging to a place, contending that it is primarily
cognitive and emotional. That is, this concept is explained for individuals through various common
events, beliefs, experiences and cultural habits. In this regard, the present study was conducted with
the aim of identifying factors affecting students' sense of community. With respect to its goal, this
research is classified as an applied research.

In this research, attempts have been made to use the survey method to answer the
research questions and measure the studied indices. To do so, by studying the existing sources, 16
components affecting the sense of community were extracted. By designing, distributing and
collecting the questionnaire, the views of the research community were examined. Accordingly, 40
guestionnaires were distributed among a group of university professors and the effect and priority
of the obtained psychological, physical and behavioral components were evaluated. After removing
incomplete questionnaires, 19 questionnaires were included in the final analysis. Hierarchical
analysis process was used for this purpose.

The factors of security and knowing individuals and places among psychological

components, the factor of spatial quality component among physical components, and the factor
of collective activity among behavioral components were identified as the most important
components affecting the sense of community in educational settings.
[TYTMBEIATo promote the sense of community in educational settings, the following issues should
be taken into account: 1) The importance of the place of activity: encouraging students to engage
in various educational activities, such as sharing ideas with others, participating in class discussions,
connecting with the teacher and providing an environment for gathering (amphitheater in a
convenient place with ease of access). 2) The importance of security in a place: an external danger
or threat or common threats can damage a sense of community in the environment or the solidarity
of individuals. To overcome the problems and issues that may arise from danger, social norms are
required, especially when they provide security for individuals in the group. 3) The recognition of
individuals and places: when students know each other, it fosters a social feature that leads to an
improved sense of community. 4) Spatial quality: desirable and pleasant places that are visually
stimulating enhance aware and environmental knowledge of people. The richer the place, the more
people are encouraged to stay together.
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Fig. 4: Sense of community of McMillan and Chavez's view [24]
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Table 1: Effective factors in sense of community

Psychological . Behavioral
Physical components
components component
Sense of belonging Flexibility Collective
activity
Identity Spatial quality
Security Territory and

ownership

Collective and shared
facilities

Social interaction

Understanding people
and places

Collective space

Shared values between
individuals

Definition of public and
semi-public arenas

The meaning of the
environment

Memory in the place

History and common
events
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Table 3: Scales of weights

Linguistic words Fuzzy numbers

The same 1

A little more important 3
More importantly 5
More importantly 7
Incredibly important 9
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Table 4: Matrix of paired comparison of the main criteria

Behavioral Physical Psychological
components components components
1451 2.954 1 Psychological
components
059 1 0.339 Physical
components
B .
1 1.695 0.689 ehavioral
component
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Table 2: Random index
Numb
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 er of
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Table 5: Weight of the main criteria

/1 Major Criteria
0.4979 Psychological components
0.1793 Physical components
0.3228 Behavioral components
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Table 6: Paired comparison matrix below the physical criteria

A Sub criteria
0.0700 Flexibility
0.3563 Spatial quality
0.0816 Territory and ownership
0.1821 Collective and shared facilities
0.2169 Collective space
0.0931 Definition of public and semi-public arenas

G0l sl jlre s Coanl (35 Y Jgax

Table 7: Weight of importance of physical criteria

Definition of public and Collective Collective and Territory and Spatial -
R . . R R Flexibility
semi-public arenas space shared facilities ownership quality
0.57 0.37 0.351 0.894 0.24 1 Flexibility
4.02 1.783 2.702 3.245 1 4.169 Spatial quality
0.922 0.351 0.354 1 0.308 1.118 Territory And Ownership
2.268 0.699 1 2.825 037 2.853 Collective and shared
facilities
2.352 1 1.431 2.853 0.561 2.702 Collective space
1 0.425 0.441 1.084 0.249 1.755 Definition of public and

semi-public arenas
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Table 8: Matrix of paired comparisons under psychological criteria
History Memory The meaning Shared Understanding .
and . values Social . . Sense of
in the of the people and . . Security Identity .
common X between interaction belonging
place environment . places
events individuals
2.221 1 1351 0.871 0517 0.684 0.478 0.744 1 sense of
belonging
1.285 1.149 1.191 1.838 1.315 1.006 1.037 1 1.292 Identity
3.245 2.551 2.751 2.491 1.125 1.149 1 0.964 2.091 Security
Social
1.108 0.506 0.59 0.668 0.699 1 0.871 0.994 1.461 . .
interaction
Understanding
2.221 1.974 1.516 1.864 1 1.431 0.889 0.76 1.933 people and
places
Shared values
0.871 0.557 0.5 1 0.536 1.496 0.401 0.544 1.149 between
individuals
The meaning of
1.585 0.931 1 2 0.66 1.695 0.364 0.839 0.74 the
environment
1.888 1 1.074 1.796 0.506 1.974 0.392 0.871 \ Mem;l;‘;" the
1 0.53 0.631 1.149 0.45 0.903 0.308 0.778 0.45 History and
common events
oy slolre oeal 055 A oo
Table 9: Weight of importance of psychological criteria
/1 Sub criteria
0.0940 Sense of belonging
0.1280 Identity
0.1856 Security
0.0918 Social interaction
0.1473 Understanding people and places
0.0762 Shared values between individuals
0.1022 The meaning of the environment
0.1082 Memory in the place
0.0666 History and common events
e slojlne s a5, 5 ples Sl (5 0 Jsor
Table 10: Final weight and rank of different subcategories
Major Criteria Sub criteria ﬂ, Rating
Behavioral component Collective activity 0.323 1
Flexibility 0.013 16
Spatial quality 0.064 4
. Territory and ownership 0.015 15
Physical components Collective and shared facilities 0.033 12
Collective space 0.039 10
Definition of public and semi-public 0.017 14
arenas
Sense of belonging 0.047 8
Identity 0.064 5
Security 0.092 2
Social interaction 0.046 9
Psychological components Understanding people and places 0.073 3
Shared values between individuals 0.038 11
The meaning of the environment 0.051 7
Memory in the place 0.054 6
History and common events 0.033 13
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