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ABSTRACT

As one of the key components of the curriculum, the teacher has an
Received: 20 June 2018 effective role in teaching effectiveness and facilitating learning. The quality of teachers’ work is
Reviewed: 6 August 2018 the most important factor influencing the quality of students' learning and the success of the
Revised: : 1 November 2018 educational systems. Teachers, as one of the complex components of the school ecosystem
Accepted: 26 November 2018 must be able to meet the expectations and demands of various admin administrators and

stakeholders and have a deep understanding of social developments and future changes.
Therefore, teachers must constantly seek to update their knowledge and skills and improve

KEYWORDS: their professional development. The field of teacher professional development consists of
Professional Development various aspects such as perceptions, educational beliefs, epistemology, ideology, behavior, and
Cyberspace practice related to teaching and learning. The present study seeks to investigate how Iranian
Phenomenology teachers use cyberspace for their professional development.

Curriculum Development TETGEER In this study, qualitative research method with descriptive phenomenological
Teacher approach used the subjects, who consist of 25 teachers who actively promote the educational

applications of cyberspace, were selected from among the teachers of Hamedan Province and
invited to an interview. Snowball sampling technique was used and the number of subjects was

* Corresponding author decided to be 25 according to the principle of theoretical saturation the reliability and validity
L2 fseraji@basu.ac.ir of the data were determined by transferability and dependability.
@ (+98912) 4976697 m By using information retrieval tools, they can access their required information in

various fields, become informed about conferences and educational workshops, rethink their
experience as well as improve their self-confidence in responding to students' questions. By
using tools content production and presentation, they can produce high-quality multimedia
contents, design various learning activities, encourage students to participate in activities, and
adopt active teaching methods. Finally, teachers can make use of interactive tools to express
their experience and receive feedback, exchange information with other teachers and scholars,
improve their communication skills, get involved in participatory learning along with their
colleagues and conduct team projects.

The findings of this study showed that Iranian teachers use three tools of
information retrieval, production and presentation of content and interactive tools to develop
themselves professionally with respect to content, pedagogical and technological knowledge.
Based on the findings, teachers can use the retriveal tools to find the information they need in
a variety of areas, such as information about the field of study and the latest changes in
textbooks, information about students' educational issues, teaching methods, evaluation
methods, research methods, learning theories, education in other countries as well as time,
place and themes of wbinars and conferences.

The results also showed that teachers can use interactive tools to express their experiences and
use the opinions of others to improve them; create a participatory atmosphere; strengthen
their critical thinking; improve their writing skills and promote their skills in using word
processors; exchange information with experts and colleagues; strengthen their conversational
skills; work with partners and experts on collaborative projects; and design individual and group
learning activities. So teachers can use cyberspace as a platform to empower themselves
professionally.
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Table 1: Cyberspace tools which are more commonly used by Iranian teachers

Content production and

Information retrieval Interaction
representation
- Microsoft PowerPoint
- Search engines, e.g.
- Adobe Captivate
google and yahoo
- Adobe Flash - Weblogs
- directories
- Adobe Photoshop - Wikis
- Scientific databases,
- Swish Max - Skype
e.g. doaj, science
- Snagit - Telegram
direct.
- Stroyline - Line™
- http://www.tav.ir,
- Autoplay - WhatsApp

for knowing about

conferences

- Multimedia Builder
- Microsoft Word
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Table 2. Iranian teachers' uses of information retrieval tools for professional

development

Overarching theme

Organizing themes

Basic themes

Information retrieval

tools

Easy access to
information in various

fields

Self-confidence in
answering  students'
questions

Information about
conferences and
educational
workshops

Improved thinking
ability

- Access to information

about different subject

fields and the most recent

changes in their study
field;
- Students' educational
issues

- Teaching methods

- Assessment methods

- Research methods

- Learning theories

- Comparative study of the
educational systems of
other countries

- Technological knowledge

- Educational issues

- Real and virtual
conferences and
workshops

- Critical and creative

thinking
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Table 3: Iranian teachers' use of content production and representation tools for
professional development

Overarching
Organizing themes Basic themes

theme

Production of content in
Design and production
the form of texts, sounds,
of high-quality
images, games, and
multimedia contents
animations

Participation of learners
with different cognitive and

metacognitive
Tools for content Developing different N h
: characteristics in the
production and learning activities

representation process of content
production and

presentation

Enhancing motivation Encouraging learners to

in learners participate more

Changing the teaching Teacher's use of active

methods teaching methods
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Table 4: Iranian teachers' use of interactive tools for professional development

Overarching theme Organizing themes Basic themes

Sharing experiences, Creating a cooperative

testing ideas, and using atmosphere for learning
others' feedbacks for and developing critical
improvement thinking

Improving writing skills

Practicing writing and learning to use

Interactive tools
word-processing tools
Exchanging Improving discursive
information with skills
colleagues and scholars Team projects
Designing learning Designing individual and

activities team learning activities
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