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EEL AT [ BET s e[ JTTaH\EEY In the world of second language learning and teaching, educational

structures based on communication skills have emerged, leading to the mastery of social and functional
use of language rules and vocabulary instead of merely learning them slowly. Thus, the skill and knowledge
of pragmatics, that is, the ability to use language and understand meanings in social interactions, has
become a major part of second language skills, so that lack of this skill leads to misunderstanding or serious
communication weakness. Meanwhile, one of the most important aspects of language semantics skills is the
ability to interpret and produce correct speech acts, which in recent years in the field of language teaching
has attracted special attention. This study investigated the effects of sociocultural instruction on developing
the speech act of criticizing.

m The participants were second language learners in two English learning classrooms as
experimental and control groups. The participants in the experimental group operated under the basic
principles of the socio-cultural approach with interactive tasks, cooperation, and scaffolding. They were
asked to read and criticize a peer’s work orally. For this group, the teacher provided fined tuned instruction
and mediated individual tutor feedback. For both the experimental and control groups, the learners’
pragmatic development was measured through pre-tests, immediate and delayed posttests performance
of discourse completion and role-play tests. The researchers analyzed the results of tests through statistical
procedures such as paired and independent t-tests.

m The results revealed that the experimental group significantly improved and performed better
than the control group, indicating the successfulness of sociocultural instruction. Next, the researchers
interviewed the participants to find about their feelings. After interviewing the participants, the researchers
found positive feelings of learners about this kind of instruction including low degrees of stress, high levels
of excitement, fun, motivation, and clarity that provided another evidence for worthwhile impacts of
sociocultural instruction.

This study shows the short-term and long-term effects of educational methods with a
sociocultural approach on the promotion of pragmatic knowledge of Iranian language learners with
emphasis on speech act of criticizing. In this study, we tried to apply the important principles of sociocultural
theory in the field of teaching the purpose of second language. The results showed that these methods are
very effective in the short and long term, and this effect was not limited to the positive results of learning
promotion, but such methods also had positive psychological effects for language learners. The results of
this research can help the practical dimension of second language teaching. The research findings increase
teachers' understanding of the important role of sociocultural teaching methods in a context such as Iran
and show them ways to apply theories that have just entered the field of second language terminology.
Also, because it takes into account the emotions of language learners, this research can be effective for any
discussion in the field of educational psychology.
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Table 1: Descriptive statistics on Discourse Completion Test (DCT)

Pretest Posttest 1 Posttest 2
Pretests-posttest Pretests-posttest
Test Group N M SD M SD gain M sb gain
DeT EXP Yo 3.420 1.766 7.120 0.971 3.700 7.040 0.900 3.620
CON Yo 3.420 1.512 3.760 1.696 0.340 3.480 1.896 0.060
OlaxiS JeoS5 30318 Jie 3 093] @l 1Y Jsor
Table 2: Independent t-test results for the groups’ performance on DCT
. Sig.
F Sig: t df (2-tailed)
Pre-test Equal variances assumed 000 48 1.000
q 1185 669
. .000 46.885 1.000
Equal variances not assumed
Equal variances assumed 8.595 48 000
Post-test 1 ‘ 4.754 034
. 8.595 38.209 .000
Equal variances not assumed
Equal variances assumed 8.482 48 .000
Post-test 2 11.885 .001
Equal variances not assumed 8.482 34.306 .000
(6226 5 688 O3a3lm copoiling ) 25 lial Gga3l 50 (hmog Hlel 1Y Jga
Table 3: Descriptive statistics on Role Play test (RP)
Pretest Posttest 1 Posttest 2
Test Group Pretests-posttest Pretests-posttest
N M SD M SD gain M SD gain
RP EXP Yo 2.0402.0 1.0200.8 5.0402.0 1.645 3.000 4.800 1.803 2.760
CON Yo 00 66 60 0.939 0.060 1.280 0.614 -0.720
G il 99310 Jies 5 Ggesl @l ¥ g
Table 4: Independent t-test results for the groups’ performance on RP
F Sig. t df Sig.
(2-tailed)
Pre-test Equal variances assumed 611 438 149 48 .882
Equal variances not assumed 149 46.772 .882
Post-test 1 Equal variances assumed 2.834 .099 7.866 48 .000
Equal variances not assumed 7.866 38.136 .000
Post-test 2 Equal variances assumed 12.334 .001 9.242 48 .000
Equal variances not assumed 9.242 29.489 .000
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